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XVII. The Cafe of a Woman big with Child^ who 
recovered of the Small-Pox, and was afterwards 
delivered of a dead Child full of the <Puftules of 
that Ttiftemper. In a Letter from the Reverend 
Mr. W. Derham> F. R» $. to Dr. HansSloane, 
S. R. Seer. 



Vpm»Jler> O&ober 7. 1719 

SIR, 
r T"'HERJE was, in the ParHh next me, a Great-bellied 

I Woman who had the Small-Pox, and was pretty 
well recovered, fo that Ihe was able to take fomething 
to Purge her after k: And onJugufi 30. laft, (he took a 
Purge (I know not whatj which did not work $ and on 
September the ift, another Purge, whieh ga%'e her only 
a Stool or two. Upon which, September the $d, (he 
took another ftronger Purge, that work'd fo violently 
upwards and downwards, that (he fell into Faintings 
and Convulfions : about which time I conceive her Child 
wkhin her died* but of which (he was not delivered till 
September the Bth. The Child was a Female, and in ap 
pearance well made, Jufty and (trong. At its Delivery* 
the Midwife judged it had been dead five or fix Days * fb 
that the Belly was borft, and the Bowels came out, and 
the whole Body was inclining to be rotten. 

But that which feem'd mob remarkable to me, and 
indeed occafioned me to take Notice of the Cafe, was, 
That the Child was very full of the Small Pox, fo full, 
that the Midwife faid, hardly a Pins head could be put 
between the BUfters, which were very Plump, and fall 
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of Matter, like theFuftules of an Adult, whenthe Small- 
Pox is at the Height, only a little deprefled in the mid- 
dle. But as full as the Child was, the Mother had as few, 
and very favourably 3 her Child, I fuppofe, undergoing 
that which would have been more fevere upon her. 

Having thus related the Cafe to you, as the Midwife 
told it me, I (hall leave it to you, and fuch good Judges 
as your felf, to determine thefe two Things, 

I; When a Woman hath the Small-Pox in Pregnancy, 
Whether it be likely that the Child mould be in dan- 
ger, cf catching and having that Diftemper after its 
Birth ? 

II. Whether the Child 1 have been fpeaking of, had the 
Small-Pox at the very fame time the Mother had it, 
and not rather afterwards, by reafon the Child was 
full of k fome time after the Mother was well reco- 
vered > 

I am inclined to think, that the great Flux and 
tendency of the Blood to the Child in the Womb, 
might draw in the Humour, and prevent the greater 
Eruption of the Small- Pox in the Mother 5 and that 
for want of a due Expence thereof, the remainder af- 
terwards broke out in the Child, and that the Child 
really had it after the Mother 3 Nature making the 
Difcharges upon the Child which were not compleat- 
ed on the Mother. But I fear I fhall need your Par- 
don for prefuming to interpofe my Judgment before 
fo great a Judge- ! am, &c. 

W. Durham. 
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